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FOREWORD 


House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMiTTEE ON ForriGN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., September 28, 1956. 
This report has been submitted to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs by a special study mission which undertook during August 
1956 a study of Mutual Security operations in certain countries of the 
Mediterranean area, including Morocco, Libya, Italy, Greece, and 
Turkey, and other questions of legislative concern to the committee. 
The findings in this report are those of the special study mission 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the membership of the 
full Committee on Foreign Affairs. The report is filed in the hope 
that it will prove useful to the House in its consideration of legislation. 
James P. Ricwarps, Chairman. 
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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL 





House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., September 26, 1956. 
Hon. James P. Ricuarps, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CuarrMan: We submit herewith for the consideration 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs the report of the special study 
mission made during August 1956 to certain countries of the Medi- 
terranean area, including Morocco, Libya, Italy, Greece, and Turkey 

The primary purpose of the special study mission was to obtain 
factual data on Mutual Security operations in the Mediterranean 
area and other questions of direct legislative concern to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. We are pleased to report that in every instance 
we received the fullest and most cordial cooperation on the part of 
United States diplomatic and military officials in the posts visited. 

Some of our observations, particularly those with reference to 
housing conditions at United States air bases in North Africa, are 
more properly within the legislative jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Armed Services than the Committee on Foreign Affairs. We felt 
it incumbent upon us to record our observations, however, with the 
expectation that they be brought to the attention of that committee 
for such action as it may deem appropriate. 

Naturally, a major part of the information received is of a security 
nature and because of its classification cannot be included in a pub- 
lished report. We will welcome the opportunity to report verbally 
to the full committee on this phase of our mission, and hope in the 
meantime that the unclassified data and observations in this report 
may prove of interest to the committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Tuomas S. Gorpon (Illinois), Chairman, 
Epmunp P. Rapwan (New York), Minority Member, 
Special Study Mission to the Mediterranean Area. 
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL STUDY MISSION TO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA 





INTRODUCTION 


The special study mission, consisting of Representative Thomas S. 
Gordon, Illinois, chairman, and Representative Edmund P. Radwan, 
New York, left New York by ship August 3, 1956, to observe and 
report on Mutual Security operations in the Mediterranean area and 
other questions of direct legislative concern to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Utilizing accommodations on the U.S. N.S. General Maurice Rose, 
of the Military Sea Transportation Service, the mission took advantage 
of the ship’s itiner: ary to make brief visits to Casablanca, Morocco: 
Leghorn and Naples, Italy; Tripoli, Libya; Athens, Greece; and 
Istanbul and Izmir _ Turkey. At those points conferences and brief- 
ings were held with United States officials and with the commanding 
officers at: 

Nouasseur Air Depot, near Casablanca, Merocco. 

Southern European Task Force Support Command, Camp 
Darby, near Leghorn (headquarters at Verona), Italy. 

He: adquarters, Allied Forces Southern Europe, Bagnoli, near 
N; ples, [tal iV. 

W heelus Airbase, Tripoli, Libya. 

06th Support Group, Athens, Greece. 

Joint American Military Mission, Istanbul (headquarters at 
Ankara), Turkey. 

Headquarters, Allied Land Forces, Southeastern Europe, 
Izmir, Turkey. 

As a charter member, and also through the weapons and supplies 
furnished our allies through the Mutual Security programs, the 
United States actively participates in the collective defense effort of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. This participation has 
been the subject of annual review by the Foreign Affairs Committee 
through its yearly legislative action on the Mutual Security legisla- 
tion. It has also been the subject of continual further consideration 
by the committee and by special missions sent to the field from time 
to time for on-the-spot observation. 

This was the first time, however, that a study group from the 
Foreign Affairs Committee had been assigned the task of observing 
and reporting on United States military operations and facilities in 
North Africa and their relationsbip to the integrated defense pattern 
of the NATO forces in Europe. 
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UNITED STATES OPERATIONS AND Faciuitizs IN Norra AFRICA 


The United States maintains and operates strategic bases at 5 
points in Morocco, 1 in Libya, as well as stations in Eritrea and Saudi 
Arabia, which are integrated and coordinated with the defense plans 
of the NATO forces in Europe, particularly those under the immediate 
jurisdiction of COMATRSOUTH, Commander, Allied Air Forces, 
Southern Europe, with headquarters at Naples, Italy. 

In a geographical sense, the southern area extends 7,000 miles from 
Morocco east to Pakistan and 5,000 miles from the air base at Aviano, 
Italy, to the air attaché’s office at Pretoria, Union of South Africs 


MOROCCO 
CASABLANCA 


On landing at Casablanca, the members were met by Brig. Gen. 
Charles A. Heim, commander, Headquarters, Southern Air Materiel 
Area; Brig. Gen. Lawrence J. Lincoln, division engineer, Mediter- 
ranean Division; by Consul General George D. LaMont; and Vice 
Consul Arthur Woodruff. Military briefings were given the mission 
by General Heim and General Lincoln and members of their staffs. 
Informative discussions were held during the day with Mr. LaMont 
and Mr. Woodruff on the current situation in Morocco. 

The United States has constructed and has been operating four 
United States Air Force bases and one Naval Air facility in Morocco 
under agreements made originally with the French Government. 
Since the attainment of Moroccan independence, and the exchange 
of ambassadors between our two countries, the terms of agreements 
with France are being restudied and new understandings may have 
to be worked out in the light of Morocco’s new independent status. 

United States relations with the Government of Morocco and with 
the people of that country are excellent, the mission was informed. 
United States relinquishment of consular jurisdiction as a result of 
legislation approved this year by the Foreign Affairs Committee had 
been received as a further evidence of our ‘good will and recognition 
of their full status as a member of the family of nations. 

An Imperial Moroccan Army of 15,000 men has been formed with 
the aid of the French Members of the guerrilla forces, whose loyalty 
is certain, are being incorporated into the army. 

The mission was informed that a serious problem has confronted 
many of the servicemen and their wives who find it necessary to wait 
on immigration quotas before bringing their adopted children back 
to the United States. This has worked a serious hardship in cases 
where the visas have not been forthcoming when the parents were 
ordered returned to the United States for home duty. 


NOUASSEUR AIR DEPOT 





The study mission visited the Nouasseur Air Depot, located about 
20 miles south of Casablanca. It is the headquarters for SAMAE, 
Southern Air Materiel Area Europe, and has responsibility for pro- 
viding depot level logistical support to United States Air Force and 
Mutual Defense Assistance activities located in the southern European 
area. It also provides logistical and housekeeping support for rota- 
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tional units of the Strategic Air Command and United States Air 


Forces in Europe. 
Housing facilities 

Before leaving the United States, the study mission received reports 
of inadequate troop housing facilities at Nouasseur. These reports 
were confirmed by personal observation and found to be conservative: 
Winterized tents and Dallas hutments, constructed of plywood walls, 
doors, and roofs, with tarpaper added for waterproofing, had been 
erected in 1951 for temporary use. They are still almost the only 
housing fac ee and are, in some instances, practically beyond repair- 
ing. Latrine facilities are also substandard. 

The family housing situation also preseuts a serious problem. 
With the limited funds available, every effort is apparently being made 
to cope with the need. Four hundred units of family rental housing 
are in process of construction. Kurope an trailers equipped with air 
conditioning, electricity, inst: Ly itaneous hot water, electric refrigerators, 
and plumbing are being used to help alleviate the tide, 

The mission inspected a trailer in the permanent court, now under 
construction, designed for 295 trailers. A lean-to patio, landscaping 
and car driveway will be provided for each unit. The trailers are 
part of 3,000 purchased in Europe and scattered through France, 
Crete, Turkey, and North Africa wherever the housing situation is 
critical. They were purchased without running gear for about $3,000 
each. 

For the troops, construction has been programe ied f for sufficient units 
(dormitories) to take care of 400 men in fiscal year 1958 and 4,000 men 
in fiscal year 1959. 

Troop morale 

While at Novasseur the members met and discussed conditions at 
the base with a number of servicemen. Considering their unpleasant 
housing facilities and limited off-base recreational facilities, their 
morale was high. Understandably, none was enthusiastic about being 
stationed away from home, and a!l were unanimous in their desire 
for speedy improvement in living quarters. 
OTHER BASES IN MOROCCO 
The other three air bases operate d by the United States in Morocco 
are Sidi Slimane, a bomber base 25 miles east of Port Lyautey, the Ben 
Guerir Bomber Base 50 miles north of Marrakesh, and the Boulhaut 
Fighter Base 33 miles northeast of Casablanca. These are under 
the operational control of Strategic Air Command’s 5th Air Division 
and are maintained in readiness for the rotational training of Strategic 
Air Command bomber and fighter units. 

At Port Lyautey, 27 miles north of Rabat, the capital of Morocco, 
are located United States Navaj Air 1 acilities, which provide a nav al 
communications link between the main port of Casablanca and the 
ports of Europe. 















COST AND BENEFITS 








The estimated cost of the air base construction program in Morocco 
is approximately $400 million. Of this, less than $40 million remains 
to be completed. All air bases are operational and Boulhaut is com- 
pleted. 
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Construction on-base is performed by a group of five American 
contractors operating as a joint venture under the name of Atlas 
Constructors. It combines the resources of Morrison-Knudsen Co., 
Inc., of Boise, Idaho; Bates & Rogers Construction Corp., of Chicago, 
Ill.; Ralph E. Mills Co., Ine., of Salem, Va.; Blythe Bros. Co., Ine., 
of Durham, N. C.; and Nello L. Teer Co., Inc., of Durham, N. C. 
By agreement with the French, Atlas must subcontract a portion of 
the work to local firms. AJl off-base work is performed by local firms. 

For its expenditures, the United States has 4 strategic air bases 
with a total land area of approximately 40,000 acres, with aprons 
and taxiways equal to a first-class highway 430 miles long, approxi- 
mately 200 miles of connecting roads, 400 miles of pipeline, 40 miles 
of railroad, buildings of approximately 5 million square feet of floor 
space, elec tric power generation capacity equal to the requirements 
of a citv of 28,000 population, a water system capacity of 3,700,000 
gallons daily, and approximately 100 miles of fencing. 

At the peak of operations Atlas Constructors employed about 14,000 
Moroccan and European workers with a total turnover of Moroccan 
workers in excess of 30,000 since the start of operations. This has 
provided one of the best possible training schools for Moroccan heavy 
equipment operators; it has given Moroccans opportunity to learn 
various construction and mechanical skills, from carpentry to cabinet- 
making, operation of many types of equipment, with training to 
qualify as apprentice sheet-metal workers, millwrights, garage helpers, 
and highly skilled mechanics. 

As deterrents to Soviet aggression, the value of the bases in Morocco 
to the United States and the free worid is very great under present 
conditions. In a monetary sense, their construction has also been of 
impressive help to the Moroccan economy which has received more 
than $138 million both directly and indirectly since the inception of 
the program. 

LIBYA 


TRIPOLI 


The study mission conferred at Tripoli with Ambassador John C. 
Tappin, Mr. Marcus Gordon, Director of the ICA Mission, and Lt. 
Col. Joseph J. Schmidt, district engineer, Mediterranean District, and 
later in the day with Brig. Gen. Richard J. O’Keefe, commander, 
17th Air Force, at Wheelus Airbase, and members of his staff. 


WHEELUS AIRBASE 


The study mission visited Wheelus Airbase, near Tripoli, in Tripoli- 
tania, Libya, August 16. This airbase provides the United States 
with an additional link in its vital supply lines to points in the Medi- 
terranean-Middle East area. The United States has utilized the 
facilities of the Wheelus base since 1944. It was originally an Italian 
base known as Mellaha Airfield, captured by the British during the 
Second World War, used for a time and then abandoned. The 
original field comprised 315 acres and had only 1 runway. 


Arrangements with United Kingdom of Libya 


The United States occupies the base under an agreement made with 
the Government of the United Kingdom of Libya, September 9, 1954, 
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and effective until 1970. State-owned property comprises 381.6 acres 
of the airbase. There is no rental payment, although the agreement 
does not specifically state that state property will be leased without 
consideration. The Mellaha Salt Flats, situated in the center of the 
base, are also state owned, and are operated by the Libyan Govern- 
ment as a source of natural salt. 

The main base now contains 1,864.80 acres and, with outlying areas, 
there is a total of 3,355.47 acres under lease. This acreage does not 
include gunnery ranges used by agreement with the Libyan Govern- 
ment, as they vary from year to year, and have not been surveyed. 


Benefits 


Wheelus Airbase is 1,100 air miles, or 2 hours’ flying time, from 
Moscow. Its principal function is to maintain and operate the air- 
drome and auxiliary facilities in a state of constant readiness, and to 
provide a peacetime training facility. 

Because of its year-round nearly perfect flying weather, it is the 
principal base to which our European allies send their crews for air 
training. Visual flight conditions prevail about 98 percent of the 
time. 

Currently, improvements to Wheelus Airbase in Libya are being 
completed. 

Our presence in Libya represents a partnership of mutual advantage. 
We need the strategic base, and Libya in turn needs assistance from 
the United States. Economically, Libya has limited natural resources 
and traditionally has had to rely on foreign economic and technical 
assistance. 

Housing facilities 

While better than the housing facilities observed at the Nouasseur 
Airbase, accommodations at Wheelus Airbase leave much to be 
desired. Base airmen are housed in 26 dormitories of semipermanent 
type consisting of 18 188-man size and 8 96-man size, of which 6 are 
old nonstandard type buildings. 

The base also carries a heavy load of transient airmen who are 
billeted in nine nonstandard buildings, as well as in tents, which require 
constant repair and maintenance. ‘The current monthly average for 
this area is approximately 7,800 airmen, with a peak weekly load of 
3,700, which has to be handled with 514 bed spaces. 

Officer and family type housing accommodations are not sufficient 
in number to meet more than a part of the requirements. Some 
relief is also afforded here by resort to use of trailers. 

Troop morale 

A number of servicemen were interviewed by the members while 
at the Wheelus Base. Although the housing and on-base recrea- 
tional facilities were very much better than those at Nouasseur, 
without exception every one of the men with whom the subject was 
discussed expressed the keenest dissatisfaction with his assignment to 
the base. A strange local environment and sense of loneliness ap- 
peared to be a major factor in this feeling. One corporal summed 
up his reactions by expressing his disappointment that fundamental 
differences in customs and religious beliefs made adjustment to local 
conditions difficult for the servicemen. 
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Cooperative attitude of the Libyan Government 


The Libyan Government has given us maximum assistance possible 
in making the Wheelus Air Base operational, the study mission was 
informed. This cooperative attitude has persisted in the face of 
propaganda hostile to the United States and its Western allies 
emanating almost daily from Egypt. 

This antiwestern propaganda has sought to appeal to the Libyan 
people on the basis of Arab solidarity and religious belief. That it 
has had some effect on the thinking of large numbers of the people was 
evident from the support given to a general strike called to express 
sympathy for Colonel Nasser’s position on the Suez situation. 

The strike coincided with the arrival of the study mission on August 
16. All places of business were closed and none of the Libyans em- 
ployed at the base showed up for work. It was impossible at the 
time to determine how much this reflected real sympathy for the strike 
and how much it simply reflected a fear of reprisals for failure to 
conform. 

The study mission was informed that United States relations with 
the Libyan people have been excellent. Reports available to the mem- 
bers of the study mission during the brief 1-day stop at Tripoli indi- 
cated that most of the disorders were expressions against the British 
Government for its Suez stand, and not against the United States or 
any of its citizens. Such acts of mob violence as took place during the 
strike were apparently rather minor demonstrations which were 
quickly and effectively controlled by the local Libyan authorities 
without difficulty. 


Unirep States Participation WitH Auuiep Forces SouTHERN 
Evrore AND Wiru ALLIED Forces MEDITERRANEAN 


Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, Allied Forces, Southern 
Europe (CINCSOUTH), are located at Naples (Bagnoli), Italy, with 
subordinate jurisdictions as follows: 

Commander, Allied Land Forces, Southern Europe, Verona, 
Italy. 

Commander, Naval Striking and Support Forces, Southern 
Europe, Naples, Italy. 

Commander, Allied Air Forces, Southern Europe, Naples, Italy. 

Commander, Allied Land Forces, Southeastern Europe, Izmir, 
Turkey. 

The study mission conferred with the commanding officers of these 
forces on matters relating to the Mutual Security Program and our 
collective defense effort. The members visited both Naples and Izmir 
for that purpose and while at Leghorn were briefed by the commanding 
officer from the headquarters at Verona. 

Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, Allied Forces, Mediter- 
ranean, are located at Malta, with subordinate commands for the 
Eastern Mediterranean at Athens, Greece; the Northeast Mediter- 
ranean at Ankara, Turkey; and the Central Mediterranean at Naples, 
Italy. 

In Athens the members conferred with the Chief of the American 
Military Aid Group. When the General Maurice Rose reached 
Istanbul, the mission was briefed by the Chief of the Military Aid 
Group in Turkey, who came from his headquarters at Ankara for that 
purpose. 
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Map of Italy showing headquarters, Southern European Task Force (SETAF), 
Verona; Lines of Communication (LOC), Leghorn; Military Assistance 
Advisory Group (MAAG), Rome; and Commander in Chief, Allied Forces, 
Southern Europe (CINCSOUTH), Naples. 






ITALY 
LEGHORN (LIVORNO 


The mission’s first stop in Italy was at Leghorn (Livorno), where the 
members conferred at Camp Darby, the headquarters of the Southern 
European Task Force Support Command, with Brig. Gen. John H. 
Michaelis, the commanding general of the Southern European Task 
Force, with members of his staff, and with Mr. John F. O’Donnell, 
Jr., American consul at Florence. 

Camp facilities were inspected and proved impressively adequate by 
comparison with those seen at the North African bases. The mission 
was informed that relations with the Italians were most cordial. In 
spite of our substantial requirements, only $10 million to $12 million 
was being expended because of the generosity of the Italians in giving 
us existing facilities. 

Housing facilities were not a major problem. Arrangements had 
been made for channeling rentals of houses through one source and 
men with families were finding this method satisfactory, although 
rentals were high, averaging $90 to $100 per month. Utilities boost 
this another $30, with electricity running $15 to $20 monthly. Coal 
for heating is also expensive and has to be imported from the United 
States, Great Britain, Poland, and Russia. 


NAPLES (NAPOLI) 










At Naples members of the mission conferred with Adm. R. P. 
Briscoe and Maj. Gen. John S. Upham, at Headquarters, Allied 
Forces, Southern Europe. The headquarters were at nearby Bagnoli, | 
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reached by driving through a tunnel originally cut through a steep 
hillside in the days of the Romans. The friendly spirit of cooperation 
by the Italians was further confirmed by Admiral Briscoe and General 
Upham. 

GREECE 


During the brief stop at Athens, the members were briefed by 
Chargé d’Affaires Ray Thurston, Maj. Gen. Haydon L. Boatner, 
Chief, Joint American Military Aid Group, Mr. Frank C. Grismer, 
ICA Mission Chief, and Mr. Duncan Emrich, Chief, Cultural Section, 
USIA. 
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Map of Greece, with outline map of Connecticut inserted to show comparative 
distances 
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The study mission obtained the impression that while United States 
relations with the Greeks are cordial, there has been a deterioration 
in the past year due, at least in part, to the Cyprus question. 

Since World War II, net grants and credits extended to Greece by 
the United States have totaled something over a billion and a quarter 
dollars. This figure is increased to approximately a billion eight 
hundred million when we include assistance extended indirectly 
through international organizations. The grant stage in economic 
assistance has passed, and our nonmilitary aid now consists solely in 
selling Greece our agricultural surpluses for local currency and giving 
them technical assistance. Much of the proceeds from the sale of sur- 
pluses will be used in Greece for development and defense support 
purposes. 

The mission was informed that Greece has enacted good laws 
regarding foreign investments, but due to bureaucratic redtape only 
about 18 out of 40 applications have so far been approved. 

A half million Greeks see American movies every month. The 
work of the USIS in presenting the American way of life has appar- 
ently met with a considerable measure of success, to judge from the 
bitter Communist criticisms. The Communist organizations have 
attacked us for the size of the USIS staff and have complained that 
it has penetrated every field of Greek life. 

The members were impressed with plans being made, subject to 
approval, to observe next year the 10th anniversary of the inaugura- 
tion of the United States aid program to Greece. 


JAMMAT 
@ anrame 


TURKEY 


COMLAN SOEAST 
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Map of Turkey showing headquarters, Commander, Allied Land Forces, South- 
eastern Europe (COMLANSOEAST), Izmir, and Joint American Military 
Mission for Aid to Turkey (JAMMAT), Ankara. 


TURKEY 

ISTANBUL 
As the General Maurice Rose sailed through the Dardenelle Straits 
and later reached the Bosporus, it was easy to see why they had so 
often been characterized as the most strategic waterways in the world. 


At Istanbul the members were met by Maj. Gen. Lawrence R. 
Dewey, Chief of the Joint American Military Mission for Aid to 
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Turkey, who had flown in from his headquarters at Ankara for the 
purpose of conferring with the mission. 

urkey has a unique and most important position in the defense 
posture of the free world, being on the western end of the Baghdad 
Pact and the eastern end of NATO. The Soviets have a large number 
of airfields and airplanes in the adjacent areas and their military ges- 
tures have forced the Turks for many years to maintain heavy defense 
forces. The Turks are a proud and independent people with a long 
tradition of patriotic service which leads soldiers to accept a mere 5 
lira annually in addition to his food and clothing. At the present 
official exchange rate this is only about 15 cents a month. 


IZMIR 


At Izmir, the mission had an opportunity not only to obtain a confi- 
dential briefing by Lt. Gen. George W. Read, Jr., Commanding Gen- 
eral, Allied Land Forces, Southeastern Europe, and Maj. Gen. Richard 
A. Grussendorf, of the 6th Allied Tactical Air Force, but also to 
confer with Ambassador Fletcher Warren and Mr. C. Edward Wells, 
public affairs officer, who had come to Izmir for the official opening 
of the Izmir International Fair on the previous day. 

The mission learned of tentative plans to observe the 10th anni- 
versary next year of the United States aid program to Turkey. 


OBSERVATIONS 


The members of the study mission were particularly impressed by 
the progress achieved by the United States and other member nations 
of NATO, in the areas visited, in integrating forces for defensive 
action against the Soviet threat. 

In each European country visited, the members were informed by 
United States officials that the local governments considered United 
States membership vital to the collective defense effort of NATO and 
that without our participation effective progress would hardly be 
possible. 

Soviet Russia and its satellites have 250 or more divisions. In the 
service of the Soviet Union are more than 3 times NATO’s 6,000 
aircraft. The disparity between Soviet forces and those of ae free 
world are still great, but the defense posture achieved by NATO is 
great enough to compel caution on the part of any potential aggressor. 

Our observations pointed up the desirability of increasing our efforts 
through the United States Information Service to let the people in 
other countries know and understand us better. We were impressed 
with the sincerity and the zeal of the Americans engaged in this work 
and particularly by the excellence of the United States exhibits at 
the Izmir International Fair. 

Another matter worthy of study and consideration is the question 
of increasing exchange of teachers and students. A new country such 
as Libya poses problems not existing in other nations. Teachers from 
other countries find it extremely difficult. to manage on the salaries 
Libya can afford to pay. Egypt has recognized this ‘and is subsidizing 
the Egyptian teachers it is sending to Libya. American teachers, 
who could help in explaining the democratic way of life, are at a 
serious disadvantage, and little will be done in this field unless some 
way is found to overcome this difficulty. 
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We would earnestly and respectfully recommend to the attention 
of the appropriate committees of the Congress the matters brought to 
our attention and discussed in this report concerning troop and family 
housing deficiencies at our overseas bases and the immigration ques- 
tions involved in the adoption of infant orphans by our service fam- 
ilies at these posts. Humanitarian considerations lead to the hope 
that steps may be taken quickly to assist these parents with their 
adopted children in clearing their admission to the United States. 

We have constructed great airbases in Morocco and Libya. In 
Morocco we built the bases in partnership with the French under 
arrangements which may not have been completely satisfactory either 
to France or the United States. Some of the limitations on our troop 
ceilings have undoubtedly hampered operations. Until Moroccan 
independence our dealings were exclusively with the French. It was 
inevitable that at least minor misunderstandings occur, especially in 
such matters as hire of local labor. The mission was informed that 
most of these difficulties had been or were being ironed out and that 
further decisions regarding the status of the bases are to be anticipated. 

As members of the committee having primary legislative jurisdic- 
tion for authorization of Mutual Security program funds, we share 
the grave concern over the vast sums being spent in the defense effort. 
Our conferences during the trip, and our on-the-spot observations, 
brief as they of necessity were, convinced us that the large sums spent 
on our bases in North Africa must be considered in relation to our 
military defense spending as a whole. Their costs should be measured 
in terms of the security they help purchase and provide, along with 
what we spend on our own Army, Navy, and Air Force. As a deter- 
rent to Soviet aggression, their true value cannot be assessed in funds 
alone. 


— 





